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PREFACE. 

This little work was originally undertaken without any view 
to publication ; but solely tor the purpose ot assisting the in. 
quiries or a son, who bad been recently brought, under very 
peculiarly trying circumstances, to serious thoughts about reli

gion ; and who bad expressed to the author, an anxious wish 
tor further information on the subject ot THE HoLT Tan.ITT, 

about which his mind bad experienced some perplexing doubtq 
and dulicultiea. 

With an appeal so made to him, the author felt that some
thing MORE was required of him, as a CHRISTIAN P.lllENT, than 
merely to put into bis son's band any work on the Trinity lie 
might happen to meet with, and so to leave him to solve 
his difficulties from it, as well as be could, without further 

troubling himself about the result. He felt himself called 
upon to use BTI OWN UTJIOBT EXBllTIONS, in order to assist in 
satisfying, as far as be was able, the spirit of inquiry which bad 
been excited in his son; and having himself .l DECIDED J'.lYTR 
in the truth ot the 1111Cred doctrine, and being impressed, there
fore, with the belief, that even with DJS VEllT MODEll.lTE 

share ot religious attainments, it might be POSSIBLE tor him to 
extract such .l PLAIN STATEMENT trom THE Brnur, a~ might, 

by the divine blessing, produce conviction on the mind of bis 
son ; he set himself heartily to work, with prayer for the 
assistance ot the HOLY SPIRIT, in diligently " ,carching the 

Smphire," with the anxious hope of attaining this most desir
able end. The present little work is the fruit of his labours. 
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It had always struck the author, with respect to most of the 
previously existing works on the Trinity which had come to 
his knowledge, (highly valuable as many of them unquestion
ably are,) that they were in general Too UBOORED, and 
endeavoured to PROVE Too MVCJI: their object having been, as 
it seemed to him, rather to CONVINCE the LEARNED, than to 
INSTRUCT the IGNORANT. Now THE UTTER ONLY has been the 
main design of the present publication. The author has him
self derived such i_1;1c"1culable benefit, from the diligent investi
gation of TJl;ll: W oan OI' 'fau1a, which a due preparation for 
the wo.rk in wbj_c;b be b•d eniraged, necessarily required; that 
he wo~(il have )>eim -,nply compensated for the time and pains 
,he has b.~towed upo11 it, even if he had failed in arriving at 
any Jnore s.uceuful reault. lJut ~ has AUO e~perienced the 
UNSPEAllo\B.LE B~PPINESS of s~ing his labours BLESSED TO 
HIM, for whose ESPECIAL BE!IBl'IT they were more immediately 
undertµ:en. A11d (l8 be has bee,;i encouraged to hope, from 
that cheering circumsi.nce, that his little wwk may also be 
mac;le in,airumental, by aivine grace, in imparting a similar 
blessini to OTBEB,S; .so as in some degree to check the present 
sadly incrtllllling prejudice against TB.IS FONJ)lllENTAL PBIN
CIPL.E OF ca,1s1IANtTY, h,e has nntured, with all humility, to 
lay it before the public. 

Committ,i,ng, therefore, this his feeble effort to HIM, from 
wb11m he gr\ltefu)ly acknowledges that beth the will and the 
means of executing it have been WHOLLY DBllIVED, the author 
woµld earnestly beepe~ for it the kind indulgence of his 
reacl,ers. The subject, l!.e is aware, has already employed the 
pens of some of the ablest divines; so that he could never have 
presumed to engage in it, with bis numerous disqualifications, 
if be had not b~!l prompted to do so by an imperious sense of 
duty, for the ~uon which baa been already assigned. He 
believe_s, however, that tpe arrangement, which he has adopted, 
with a view to greater sii;nplicity and perspicuity, will be found 
somewhat different, from that of any preceding writer. In the 
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execution o(it THE BIBLE bas been bis only authority; and he 
has invariably made it its own interpreter. He seeks neither 
human honour, nor human applause from its performance. 
The summit of bis aspirations is, that bis HEAVENLY 

MASTER may be graciously pleased to say of him, at the last 
great day," HE HATH DONE WHAT HE COULD."* 

The· author would now, in conclusion, seriously and affec
tionately address the following inquiries to the reader :-If you 
REALLY believe THE BIBLE to be THE WORD OF' GOD,and 
that it contains HIS REVEALED WILL, as to the PRESENT life 
and FUTURE hope of man; bow can you CONSISTENTLY DENY 

the doctrine of THE HOLY TRINITY IN UNITY, upon 
which both THE MOSAIC and CHRISTIAN DISPENSATIONS are 
FOUNDED, and which RUNS THROUGH THE WHOLE OF THE 
BrnLE, both in the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT ?-If, on the 
contrary, you do NOT so believe THE B1su:, then what SURE 
ground of HOPE have you, for peace or happiness, HERE or 
HEREAFTER? Or what TITLK have you to the NAMB of a 
CHRJSTU.K?-"TiIINK ON THESE THINGS!"t 

+ Phil. IT. 8. 
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NECESSITY OF THE TRINITY. 

BEING AN ATJ'EMPT TO EXPLAIN ASD SIMPLIFY 

THE DOCTRINE 

TRINITY IN UNITY, &c. 

LEITER I. 

THE most proper 1LI1d simplest mode, my clear boy, 
in which an humble inquirer after divine Truth can 
consider the all.important subject of the HOLY TRINI
TY, in order to the establishment of his faith in that 
most sound 1LI1d comfortable doctrine of our Church, 
is, to endeavour to satisfy himself, that the THREE fol. 
lowing FAC1'8 are CLEilLT and EXPLICITLY &ECORDED 
IN TBE BlBLB ;.first, Tan THE FATHER, THE SoN, AND 
THE HoLY GeoST HE TBRBR DISTINCT PERSONS ; 
2dly, THAT EACH OF THOSE THREE PERSOJIS IS GOD ; 
and 3dly, THAT THEY ARB NOT THREE Goos, BUT 

ONLY ONE GOD. The following texts of Scripture 
well FULtY PROVE, and I trust, by the blessing of 
God, to your entire Batisfaction, EACH OF THESE FACTS, 
under the following divisions of the subject 

FIRST, then, as to the exist.ence of THREE DISTINCT 
PERSONS in the GODHEAD, namely, THE 
l'ATHER, THE SOK, AXD THE HOLY GHOST. 

/ 
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" And GOD ,aid, Let US make man, in OUR image, 
"after OUR likeness."1 "And THE LORD ,aid, Behold 
"the man is become a, one of US."11 The use of the 
PLURAL pronoun in these verses clearly indicates a. 
PLURALITY OF PERSONS in the Godhead; or, to speak 
more plainly, that GOD is MORE than ONE person. 

"And now the LORD GOD and ms SPJRIT HATH 
"1ent ME."3 JESUS CHRIST is the Speaker in 
this verse, which therefore clearly shews, WHO 
the Persons are, who are alluded to in the foregoing 
verses from Genesis; nnd that these Persons are THREE 
in number-and more than three are ne,·er mentioned 
in Scripture. He says "THE LORD GOD," that 
is, GOD THE FATHER-"and HIS SPIRIT," 
that is, GOD TIU~ HOLY GHOST-"HATH ,ent 
"ME," that is, Himself, GOD THE SON: and the 
verb "BATH" being used in the SINGULAR number, 
after the TWO nouns "LORD GOD" and "SPIRIT," 
(and which repeatedly occurs in the Bible), also clear
ly demonstrates the UNITY of THE FATHER and 
THE HOLY GHOST; that is, that altho' they are 
TWO PERSONS, they are nevertheless only ONE GOD. 

" And I toill p1·ay 'fHE FATHER, and he shall 
"give you ANOTHER COMFORTER, that HE may 
" abide with you for ever; even THE SPIRIT OF 
"TRUTH,"' Here JESUS CHRIST is again repre
sented as the Speaker, and the same THREE PERSONS 

are again introduced, as in the former verse from 
Isaiah ; but the order in which they are mentioned is 
varied : there THE FATHER and THE HOLY 
GHOST send THE SON-here THE SON promises 
to pray THE FATHER to send THE HOLY 
GHOST; which shews the EQUALITY of all the three 
persons in degree. 

1 Gen. I, 16. I Gen. UL 22. 3 la. xhiii. 16. 4 John ll.iv. 16, 17. 

' o,g,,,edbyGoogle 
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TN THE SECOND PLACE, as to the DIVINITY of 
EACH of these THllEB PERSONS; or, in other words, 
that EACH of them is truly and properly GOD. And 
herein, 

1st. As TO THE DIVINITY OF THE FATHER. 
"fo the beginning GOD created the heaven and the_ 

6arth."l " And GOD ,aid, let vs make man."' In both 
these texts, GOD, THE FATHER, is meant; as He 
is almost universally throughout the Scriptures, where
ever the word "GOD" is used alone : and as every 
person who believes in a GOD at all, acknowledges 
the FATHER to be GOD, it would be quite super
fluous to multiply texts on this head. All the texts 
and arguments which prove the divinity of the SON 
and of the HOLY GHOST, also necessarily prove 
the divinity of the FATHER : for he who is begotten, 
cannot be greater than he who begat him; neither ran 
he who proceeds from another, be greater than he 
from whom he derives his nature and attributes. Then, 

2dly. As TO TBE DIVINITY OF THE SON. 
"In the beginning was THE WORD, and THE 

" WORD, 10as WITH GOD, and the Word WAS 

« GOD."3 Now JESUS CHRIST is universally 
acknowledged to be meant, in this nnd various 
other places in the Bible, hy the name "THE 
WORD," and he is here expressly declared to he 
GOD. 

" Behold, a -eirgin shall concei-ce and bea~ a Son, and 
shall call his name IMMANUEL."4 This is a direct 
prophecy of the birth of JESUS CHRIST, " the 
SON OF GOD" and "SoN OF MAN," made upwards 
of 700 years before he was born in the fleRh ; and 
whene,·er it is stated in Scripture that a person shnll 

1 Gni. i. I. S Gen i.16. 3 John i. l. 



be CALLED by a particular NAME, it is intended to de
note his particular CHARACTER and ATTRIBUTES; as in 
Matt. i, 21, where the angel directs Joseph to "CALL" 

the "son" which was I hen" conceived in Mary, his" "es
poused" " wife," (the Virgin Mary) by the "NAME" of 
"JESUS," (w'.:iich in the 01igina.l language signifies a 
SAVIOUR), the Evangelist immediately ad<;!s, by 
way of explanation, "for he shall SAVE his people fi·om 
•• their ,ins."1 So, as soon as JESFS CHRIST was 
born, we find that this prophecy of Isaiah, was imme
diatt-ly apj..>lied to HIM by the same Evangelist; who 
expressly adds, that the name EMMANUEL "being 
"interpreted, is, GOD WITH US,"2 THAT being the 
meaning of the name in the Hebrew language, in 
which the prophecy of Isaiah was originally written. 

"As for ouR REDEEMER, the LORD OF HOSTS 
"i, his name, the HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL."3 This 
is another direct allusion to JESUS CHRIST, as 
" our RED EE MER," by the same prophet ; who de
c1ares, that he is '' THE LORD OF HOSTS," or 
GOD. 

"And John bare record, saying, I saw THE SPIRIT 
" descending from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 
"HIM." ".llnd I saw and bear record, that THIS is 
"THE SON OF GOD."4 John the Baptist made this 
declaration concerning CHRIST, immediately after 
JESUS had been baptised of.him, in consequence of 
a direct revelation made to John from heaven. It 
also distinctly shews the UNITY of THE SON and of 
THE HOLY GHOST. 

"And we know that the SON OF GOD is come, and 
" hath given us an understanding, that we may know 
" HIM that is true; and we are ill HIM that is true, 

I Matt.!. 20, 21. 2 Matt. 1. 23. 3 la. xhii. 4. 4 John i. 3!, 34. 
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"nen in his SON JESUS CHRIST. Tms 18 THE 

" TRUE GOD AND ETERNAL LIPE."1 So St. Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Romans, speaking of CHRIST, adds, 
"tDM i, over all GOD blessed .for ei•er."2 He ah;o uses 
the following benediction, which was common to nil 
the apostles, "Grace to you and peace from GOD ()11,T 

"FATHER and the LORD JESUS CHRIS'l'."3 

The same Apostle also, in his second Epistle to the. 
Corinthians, distinctly testifies, that "GOD WAS IN 
" CHRIST rec<>nciling the world unto himself.'14 

And again, in bis first Epistle to Timothy, " Great 
" is the mystery of Godliness; GOD w AS MA~IFEsT IN 
"THE FLESH, JUSTIFIED IN THE SPIRIT, ,een of .9ngel,, 
"preached unto the Gentile,, believed on in the w<>rld, 
" received up into glory."5 

OUR LORD himself also most unequirncally 
declared both his DIVINITY, and also his UNITY 
with GOD THE FATHER, in the following 
terms; "I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE.•>6 

And in the following benediction, also used by 
the Apostles, the THREE PERSONS in the HOLY 
TRINITY are ALL JOINED together as EQUAL 
in character and degree: "The grace of the LORD 
"JESUS CHRIST, and t/ie love of GOD, and the 
"communion of the HOLY GHOST, be with you all. 
".9men..'" Now, if THREE DISTINCT PERSONS were not 
intended by this language, the whole passage would 
amount to nothing more than mere unintelligible 
verbiage. 

3dly. As to THE DIVINITY OP THE HOLY 
GHOST. 

l l John.-. IO. 3 Rom. i. 7. 6 l Tim. Iii. 16. 7 I Cor. uii. 14. 

2 Rom. iL 6. , I Cor. 6 19 6 John x. 30. 8 OeD. i. I. 
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" The SPIRIT OF GOD moved upon the face of 
"the waters."e This was the HOLY GHOST, pro
ceeding from THE FATHER and THE SON, in 
performing the work of creation ; nnd he is called 
•• THR SPIRIT OF GOD," which means GOD 
himself: for we are elsewhere told," THE LORD is 
THAT SPIRIT." 1 

"And the SPIRIT of the LORD shall rest upon 
" HIM."' The prophet is here speaking of the future 
incarnation of JESUS CHRIST, as "the SON OF 
"GOD" and "SoN OF MAN," and foretells that he 
shall be'- accompanied by the HOLY GHOST, as 

"the SPIRIT OF THE LORD," during bis earthly 
ministry. 

"But when THE COMFORTER is come, whom I 
"will send unto you from the FATHER, even tlte 
"SPIRIT OF TRUTH, which proceedeth from THE 
"FATHER, HE shall "testify of ME."3 THE 
COMFORTER is here described as the SPIRIT 
OF TRUTH; and it is one of the names or attri
butes, by which THE HOLY GHOST is com
monly described in Scripture ; and his union 
with, and procession from, GOD THE FATHER 
are here declared. We may observe, also, that 
in the verse from Is. xlviii. 16, before quoted, 
THE FATHER and THE HOLY GHOST are 
represented as sending THE SON. In the verses 
from John, xiv. 16, 17, THE SON prays THE 
FATHER to send THE HOLY GHOST; in this 
verse THE SON himself promises to send the HOLY 
GHOST: thereby demonstrating THE UNITY and 
EQUALITY, and consequently THE DIVINITY, of ALL the 
THREE PERSONS. 

1 2 cor. m. 11. !I h.1'i.l. 3 John :n.116. 
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" If ye being evil know how . to give good gifts unto 
"your children, how muck MORE shall YOUR HEAVENLY 

" FA '!'HER give THE HOLY SPIRIT to them that 
" ask him."1 

"Now THE LORD," saith St. Paul, "IS THAT 

" SPIRIT ;"2 which is nothing less than saying, in 
other words, that THE HOLY GHOST is GOD. 

" I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye can
" not bear them now: howbeit when HE the SPIRIT OF 
" TRUTH iSJ come, HE will guide you into all t1-utk,"a 
This passage describes the distinct PERSONALITY, as 
well as the DIVINITY of the HOLY GHOST. 

" And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
" wer, all with one accord in one place, and suddenly 
" there came a sound from keavsn as of a 1wking mighty 
" wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
" And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of 
"fire, and it sat upon each of them: and they were all 
"filled with THE HOLY GHOST, and began to 
"speak wUk other tongues as THE SPIRIT gave them 
" utterance."4 Can language convey to the mind a 
more majestic description of the IMMEDIATE DESCENT 

OF THE DEITY, than these sublime verses give? 
Or ought any doubt to exist, after a due consideration 
of them, that THE HOLY GHOST, is "VERY 
"GOD" INDEED ! 

"But ye are not in the flesh, but in THE SPIRIT, 
"if so be that THE SPIRIT OF GOD dwell in you. 
"Now if any man have not THE SPIRIT OF 
"CHRIST, he iSJ none of kis."r, Here THE HOLY 
GHOST is described both as "THE SPIRIT OF 
GOD," and "THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST;" and 
consequently as UNITED with, and PROCEEDING from, 
both THE FATHER and THE SON. 

1 Luke xi. 13. 2 !I Cor. iii. 17, 3 J obn xri. U, 13, 
4 Acll II. 1, 4. /j Rom. rill. 9. 

B 
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I now proceed, IN THE LAST PLACE, to prove more 
directly, what bas already been in a great measure 
incidentally effected, in t'!ie preceding sections; ,·iz., 
THE UNITY oF THE GODHEAD; or that, 
although THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE 
HOLY GHOST are THREE DISTINCT PERSONS, EACH 
of whom is GOD, (as bas been already shewn), YET, 

as the ATHANASIAN CREED with such great propriety 
and perspicuity expresses it, " THEY ARE NOT 
"THREE GODS, BUT ONE GOD," 

"I AM THE LORD THY GOD, tohich have 
" br<>Ught thetJ out of the Land of Egypt, out of the 
"h<>Use of lxmdage. 'I'hou shalt have NO OTHER GoDs 
" befort1 ME."l This iR GOD'S own declaration to 
Moses on Mount Horeb, whe.n he delivered to him 
the ten Commandments; of which this stands at 
the head. 

"Hear, 0 Imul, THE LORD our GOD is ONE 
"LORD."2 

" Thus saith THE LORD, THE KING OF 
" ISRAEL, and his REDEEMER the LORD OF 
"HOSTS; I am the FIRST, and lam the LAST, and 
"besides ME there is-NO GOD."3 

er Is there a GOD besides ME ? yea, there is NO 
"GOD ! I know not ANY."• 

er I AM THE LORD that maketh all things; that 
"stretcheth forth the heavens ALONE; that spreadeth 
er abroad the earth BY MYSELF."li 

er I AM THE LORD, and thertJ is NONE ELSE ; t!Yr1 is 
"NO GOD besides ME,"6 This momentous truth is 
thus emphatically repeated, not less than FOUR TIMES, 

in this one short chapter! 

£ xod. XL :i, a. 3 la. x!IY. 6. Ii la. xllY. H. 

2 Dout. Yi, 4; alao Mark xii. 29 4 I■• xliY. 8. 6 la. XIY. 6, 18, iU, 21. 
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"I AM GOD, and there i, NONE ELSE; I u1 GOD, 
" and tlwre i, NONE LIKE ME."1 

The above portions of Holy Scripture form not 
a hundredth.part of the texts, which may be found 
in the sacred volume, in confirmation of the all. 
important doctrine of THE HOLY TRINITY; but 
these have heen particularly selected, as being some 
of the plainest and most incontrovertible. And here, 
let me ask, if you were to meet with such passages as 
these, concerning some eminent individual, in any 
well.authenticated history,ancientormodem, would you 
hesitate for one moment to believe them ? If not, how can 
you reasonably withhold your belief of them, when you 
find them in THE BIBLE, which is THE BEST ATTEST-
11D BOOlt IN THB WORLD ? Or rather, how can any 
person, calling himself A CHBJSTJAN, and professing to 
BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE as the WORD OF GOD, DENY, 
after reading these texts, THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
TRINITY IN U.NJTY; as 80 PLAINLY DECLARED in THE 

BIBLE, and ACKNOWLEDGED by AL'L CHRISTIAN' 
CsuacBEs, from the time of our SAVIOUR to the 
present day; namely, that THE FATHER, THE. 
SON, and THE HOLY GHOST, are THREE 
DISTINCT PERSONS, but nevertheless ONLY 
ONE AND THE SAME GOD ? 

It is by no means necessary, to the cordial recep
tion and belief of this most important article of our 
Faith, that you should be able to understand the 
MEANS by which· this mysterious union of the THREE 
PERSONS in the GODHEAD is effected ; although 
such an union ought more properly to be considered 
as ABOVE, than CONTRARY to our reason: for there are 
not wanting many combinations of properties in the 

lb, ll'.IYL 9. 
B2 
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natural world, aS well as many relative connexions in 
civilized society, which may be said to bear some de
gree of analogy to it[ Note•·] But it is sumcJENT for 
the SINCERELY HUMBLE AND PIOUS CRRIBTlAN, that he 
finds the FACT, distinctly and explicitly RECORDED BY 
GOD HIMSELF in bis OWN REVEALED WORD; Al\J) HE 
BELIEVES IT ! The reason why we cannot UN
DERSTAND it at present is, that our FINITE capacities 
are INCAPABLE OF FULLY COMPREHENDING the REAL 
NATUll.E of the GODHEAD; as they EQUALLY ARE 
of understanding any OTHER of the ACKNOWLEDGED 
ATl'.RlBUTEs OF GOD, such as his ETERNITY, OMNI
PRES KNCE, and OMNISCIENCE-both the one and the 
other are alike incomprehensible to our mortal na
ture; as it is written in the book of Job, "COMt thou 
" by searching find out GOD? Ca-ut tlwu find owt 
"THE ALMIGHTY unto p,rf1etum?111 But, .&.FTER 
DEATH, when "thi, mortal shall haH pul on immor
" tality,"" then all these difficulties will be removed : 
for the HoLY ScRIPl'UllES tell us, that believers shall 
THEN "see GOD AS BE JS ;"3 and "knlno, even al,o a, 

" we are krwwn."4 
Study the HoLY ScRIPTUllES, then, my dear boy, 

and pray to GOD (as Solomon did) for "an under
" ,tanding heart,"6 that yon may be enabled cordially 
to receive and embrace, with becoming meekness and 
submission, this and all other the Articles of our 
holy Christian Faith; as being ESSENTIALLY "NBC.l!.S
"SA.RY TO SALVATION": NOT necessary merely aa a 
FACT to be BELIEVltD, but necessary also as the ME.ANS, 

whereby" justijicati<m, sanctijicatiou, and r«kmptiffl," 
are to be ATTAINED· by any· child of Adam ; as I will 
endeavour to shew you in another letter. 

1 Job. 11. 7, I 1 Cor. :n. M. 3 1 John lli,, S. 
4 1 Car. xili. 12. 6 1 King• iii. 9. 
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May the GOD of all grace and mercy keep you 

under his especial protection, and guide and preserve 
you, by his HOLY SPIRIT, in the way of RtGBTE
ousN£ss AND PEACE ! Amen, 

LEITER II. 

Having endeavoured, my dear boy, in my former 
letter, to explain and simplify to your mind the all
important doctrine of the HOLY TRINITY; by 
PROVING to you, FROM TBIC BIBLE, the THRICE indis
putable FACTS on which that doctrine is founded; 
namely, first, that THE FATHER, THE SON, and 
THE HOLY GHOST, are THRH DISTINCT PER
SONS; 2dly, that EACH OF THOSE PERSONS 1s GOD; 
and, 3dly, that THEY ARE NOT THREE GODS BUT 
ONE GOD,-1 now propose to attempt, in dependance 
on divine assistance, to shew to you, from the same in
fallible source, the ABSOLUTE and INDISPENSABLE 

NECESSITY for this UNION of the THREE DIVINE 
PERSONS in the GODHEAD, (as laid down in the 
Articles of our Church), in order to accomplish the 
"justification, aancti.ficatiOff, and redemption," of sinful 
man ; his reconciliation to GOD ; and admission into 
the kingdom of heaven. according to the Gospel dia
pensation ; and that, without it, in consequence of the 
fall of the first Adam. we and all his descendants (as 
the Athanasian Creed so truly expresses it) must 
" without doubt" have "periahed everlasting! y." 

When our first Parents were placed in Paradise, 
pure and spotless as they came from the hands of 
their beneficent Creator, THE ALMIGHTY was. 

B3 
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pleased, of his infinite wisdom and goodness, and as 
a TlilST of their faith and obedience, to prohibit them 
from eating of the fmit of one particular tree, " the 
" tree of the knowledge of good and evil"; and o.t ·the 
" same time pronounced, for their warning, this 
dreadful curse upon their disobedience-" For in the 
"day that th<ns eatest thereof thou shalt surely die''t 
-UIE ETERNALLY! ! The fatal consequence of THEIR 
disobedience extended to ALL THEIR POSTERITY: for 
saith the Scripture, "By one man sin entered into tlie 
"world, and death by sin, and so DEATH PASSED UPON 

"ALL l\lEN, for that ALL HAVE SINNED."2 Whether 
mankind will believe it, therefore, or not, WE ARE ALL, 
by nature, SINNERS; and NOT sinners BY NATURE ONLY, 
but, until renewed by grace, SINNERS BY CHOICE; 
LOVERS OF SIN, and HATERS OF GoD AND HOLINESS. 
"All flesh hath corrupted his way upon the earth."3 

" There is not a just man on earth, that doeth good and 
"sinneth not,"4 THE WHOLE HUMAN RA.CE are conse
quently SUBJECT to the JUST JUDG~IENT OF ALMIGHTY 

Goo ; who hath declared in his word, that " the soul 
" that SINNETH, it shall DIE"; and, as adds the A postler 
"shall be punished with everlasting destruction frQTn 
" the presence of THE Loan.'>a Such, then, being the 
condition of every child of Adam, since the fall, "for 
"ALL HAVE SINNED and come short of tlie glory of 
"GOD,"6 how, it may be asked, is man to be recon
ciled and restored to favour and acceptance with his 
GOD P Or, as saith holy Job-r "how can man •be 
''.justified,m consistently with GOD'S immutable 
justice? He cannot possibly justify HIMSELF, for we 
are told, "we are not sufficient of oursehJes to thinl,,J• or 

l Gen. it. 'P. 2 Rom. v. 12. 3 Gen. vi. 12. 
4 Eccles. vii 20. 5 2 Theo•. i. 9. 

ti Rom. Iii. 23. 7 Job ir.ir.v, 4. 
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do "any thi119 of our1elve1,"1 and "wlio can bri·ng a 
" clean thing out of an unclean i'2 A whole life of sor
row and repentance cannot effect it; for REPENTANCE, 
although necessary toward~ obtaining the PARDON of 
sin has NO POWER to CANCEL the SIN ITSELF; or to RE
STORE the HEART to a STATIC OF HOLINESS, "without 
'' which," it is written, "no man shall see THE 
"LORD ;"3 forasmuch as any act of man, which he 
has ONCE coMMITrED, can no more be obliterated 
from the Book of GOD'S remembrance, by any thing 
HE can do, than can a single instant of time be re
called, which has once passed into Eternity. Neither · 
can all the FIITURE acts of a man's life, were it POS
SIBLE that they could ALL be performed with SINLl!!ss 
PERFECTION, expiate a single sin of the PAST: they 
must EVKR REMAIN to witness n,,o-ainst him ; for " by 
"the works of the law shall no flerh be justified." 
Neither can any other MERE MAN, like himself, do it 
for him : for, saith the Psalmist, "none can by a:ny means 
"redeem his brother, or give to GOb a ransom for 
"liim."4 

'\V ell, then, may every awakened sinner ask, " Wlio 
" then can be saved p»r. THE BIBLE, and THE 
BIBLE ALONE, can point out to him WHO is " thtJ. 
" way, the truth, and the life."6 . 'fHERE he will find it 
written," Salvation belongeth to THE LORD,"7 "GOD 
"is my 1alvation."8 "Look unto ME and be ye saved, all the 
"e,ids of the earth; for I am GOD, and there is none 
"elte,"9 "I, THE LORD, am thy SAVIOUR, and 
" thy REDEEMER, the MIGHTY ONE. OF 
"JACOB."1o But,. 'how,' you may' ask, 'will GOD 

l 2 Cor. ill. r,. i Job :,r:iy. 4. 3' Heb. llii. 14 •. 
4 P1. sll.x. 7. 6 Mau. :dL 25. ' 

6 John ,,;-,. 6. 7 Pa. iii.&. 
ij 11. :IIU. 9 la. ltlT. 21. 10 la. Dix. i6. 
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" redeem his people ? " &arch tht Scriptures," and 
you will find the answer; " ht hath purchased" them 
" with his own. blood ;"1 for " without shtdding of blood 
"is no remission"i of sin. 'But,' you may say again, 
'it is written, "GOD is a SPIRIT," and a spirit 
'hath not flesh and blood ; how then can GOD re
" deem us with his blood ?' Tms, you will find, is 
EFFECTED by the UNITED OPERATION of the THREE 
DIVINE PERSONS in the HOLY TRINITY; and that 
it CAN be effected BY NO OTHER MEANS, consistently 
with Al,L the attributes of the DEITY, since "THE 
"LORD is a GOD of JusTICE, as well as of MERCY." 
For " GOD" THE FATHER "so loved the world 
" that he gave his only begotten SON,"3 "made of a 
" woman, made under the law, to ,·edeem them that were 
" under tht law ;"4 " that whosoever believeth in him 
"should not perish but have everlasting life."5 "In this 
" wns manifested tht love of GOD towards us, because 
"that GOD sent his only begotten SON into the 
"world, that we might live THROUGH BIM."6 "GOD 
"THE SON" descended from the throne of his 
glory, "took'' our" nature" upon him,7 "was made in the 
" likenes., of !1lffl ;"8 was " made a curse for its;"'> 

" lmmbled himself and became obedient unto death, even 
" the death of the cross ;"10 " washtd us from our sins in 
" his blood ;"11 "suffered the j1'8t for tht unjust, that he 
"might bring us to GOD ;»Ii "rose again the third 
" day ;"13 and now " sitteth at the right hand of 
"GOD ;"14 "wher11 lie ever li'l!!eth to make interce,sion 
"for us,"15 that is, FOR ALL PENITENT AND BELIEVING 
SI'INERS,"-And all this was the work of "GOD THE: 

l Acts :n:. 211. 4 Gal. iv. 4, 5. 
, H~b. i1'. 2i. 5 John iii. 16. 
3 John iii. 16. 6 l John iv. 9. 

10 Phil. ii. 8. 11 Rev. i. 5. 

7 Heb. ii. 16. 
8 Phil. Ii. 7. 
9 Gal. iii. l:J.. 
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"HOLY GHOST ;"1 who, by his gracious influences, 
accompanied THE SON OF GOD, do.ring his earthly 
pilgrimage (for GOD gave him THE SPIRIT without 
measur&l)-making effectual the teaching of JESUS 
to the conversion of sinners ;3 accompanying the word 
with mighty "miracles, signs, and wonders;"" "helping 
" their infirmities;":, "justifying" and "sanctifying"6 

the souls of Believers ; and " leading" them " to be
., come heirs of GOD and joint heirs with CHRIST,"7 

even "tlie Som of GOD :"8 and who was more espe
cially "sent" by our blessed LORD and SAVIOUR, 
after he was ascended and "reclived up into heaven,'"'1 
to be a "COMFORTER" to his people, and to" guide 
" them into all truth."1o THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
CHRIST, therefore, and 'fHE GOSPEL ALONE, 

brings the "GOOD TIDINGS" of SALVATION•to "all 
" people ;"11 declaring that " by grace ytJ are ,aved 
" thro1tgh faith, and that not of your,elves, it is the gifl 
" nf GOD ;"12 commanding "all men every whet·e lo 
" repenf,"13 and to "believe in th8 LORD JESUS 
"CHRIST, and they shall be saved ;"14 assuring all 
B elievers that "they are wa,hed,justijitJd, and sanctified, 
" by THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and by the 
" SPIRIT of our GOD ;"1:, that " if any man have 
"NOT th8 SPIRIT OF CHRIST, he is MntJ of his;"16 

and that " there is none other nanu under heaven given 
"amongst men, whereby we mud be savetl."11 · 

In order that you may have a clearer view of the -
GosPJ:L SCHEME of Salvation, BS connected with the 
doctrine of THE TRINITY ; 1\8 well as of the PROCEss, 

l John i. 32. i John iii. 34, 3 John iii,:,. 
4 Acts ii. 22. :, Rom. 8. 26. 6 1 Cor. 1'1, 11, 7 Rom. Yiii. 17, 

8 Rom. Yiii. 14. 11 Mark :ni. 19, 10 John :ni 7, 1:l. 
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by which GOD was pleased, of his infinite goodness 

and mercy, "for the great love uiherewitk he loved us,"1 

to make this wonderful provision for the redemption 

of his fallen creatures; o.nd also of the NECESSITY 

for, o.s well as the FACT of, the UNITED OPERATION of 

ALL THE THREE DIVINE PERSONS in the HOLY 

TRINITY,to effect that stupendous work ofOmnipotent 

grace; so that GOD "might" at the same time "he just" 

in the punishment of sin, "and" yet " the justifier of 

"him which helieveth in JESUS ;'12-1 will now lay be

fore you a few texts of Scripture, selected and ar

ranged in such an apposite order, as may, I trust, by 

the blessing of GOD, give you a -clear and intelligible 

view of the true foundation of our faith, in this "great" 

and wonderful "mystery of godliness."3 READ THEM 

CAREFULLY; MEDITA'l'E ON TBJ:M SERIOUSLY; and may 

" the GOD of all grace stablish, strengthen, ,ettle you,»4 

and enable you by his HOLY SPIRIT to "receive 

"with meeknes, t/14 ingrafled W-Ord which is able to save 

" your soul,"6 

~ 

SELECTIONS 

From tl,e Holy Scriptures. 

"By ONE man SIN ENTERED into the ff!arld, and 

"DEATH BY SIN j and so DEATH PASSED UPON ALL MEN, 

"far that ALL HAVE SINNED."11 

" IN ADAM ALL DIE."7 

"Far ALL HAVE" SINNED, and come short ef t/14 gW1"9 

"efGOD."s 

I Eph. ii. 4. ll Rom. UL 18. 3 1 Tllll. UI. UI, 

t l Pet. Y. 10. ~ JamM L II. 
0 Rom. Y. II. 7 l Cor, u, IL 8 Rom. iii. i3. 

., 



2$ 

". There is NONE RIOHTEous--there is NONE THAT 

« DOETH OOOD-nO, not one."1 

" There is NOT A JUST MAN upon earth, that dceth 
"good and SINNETH NOT.''2 

"THE SOUL THAT SINNETH, IT SHALL DIE."3 

"WITHOUT HOLINESS NO MAN SHALL SEE THE 

"LoRD."1 

" Knon, !Je not that THE UNR'io'HTEOUS ,kaU NOT 

"in/zent the kingdom ef GOD.''~ 
"GOD is not a man that he should lie, nor the son 

"ef man that he should rq,e,d; HATH HE SAID, and 
" SHALL HE NOT Do IT ? or hath he ,poken, and shall 
" he not make it good ?''6 

"NONE can b!J an!/ means REDEEM HIS BROTHER, 

"or give to GOD A RANSOM for him."1 

"BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW shall NO FLESH l,e 

" JUSTIFIED."8 

"How then can man be JUSTIFIED rvith GOD? or 

"ho,v can HE be clean that is born ef a 111oman ?"9 

"Not b9 might nor b!J power, but BY MY SPIRIT, 

'' saith the LORD."10 
"WHO t/ier. CAN be SAVED ?11 

"SALVATION btlongetk to THE LORD.'' 12 

" With GOD ALL things are POSSIRLE.''13 

"BY GRACE !le are saved THROUGH FAITH, and that 
"NoT OF YOURSELVES, it is the GIFT oF GOD."1• 

" The WAGES OF SIN i,s DEATH; but THE GIFT 01' 

" GOD is ETERNAL LIFE, through JESUS CHRIST 

'' our LORD.''1:. 

I Rom. IIL JO, II. 9 Ecclea. \'ii. 20; I Klnp YIIL 4& 
3 EHlr.. s\'111 • .\. 4, Heb. :r.lL 14.. 

6 I Cor. •I. 9. 11 Numb. xsW. 19. 7 PIL slls. 7. 
8 Gal. ii. 16. 9 Job XS\'. 4,. 10 Zechar •••• 6. 

11 Marlr. x. 26; Lulr.e nili. ffl. 
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' 1 Whom GOD katk ,el, forth w be a PR0P1TIATI0N, 

., THROUGH FAITH IN HIS BLOOD, to declare HIS righte
" Ou.me.rs for the REMISSION 01' SINS that are PAST, 

" through the FORBEARANCE OF GOD.''l 
"Behoul GOD u my SALVATION.''• 

"In that ·day there shall be a fountain opened for 
'' sin and for uncleanness.''S 

" Ho, EVERY ONE THAT THIRSTETH, COME YE to 
" the ,vater,, and he that hat,h no money; come ye, b"y 
"and eat; yea, come, buy 111ine and milk, WITHOUT 

" MONEY .,ND WITHOUT PRICE."6 

" Though your sins be as ,carld, the/i. shall be as 
" n•hite a, sno,v; though tkeg be red lilce crimaon, they 
" shall be tu ,uoo/.."5 

" Behol,d, a virgin ,hall conceive and bear a son, and 
" shall call his name IMMANUEL."6 

" Which being interpreted u GOD WITH US."7 

" I, even I am he, thnt BLOTTETH OUT thy TRANS• 

" GRESBIONS for mine o,un sake, and WILL NOT REIIIEM• 

" BER THY SINS,"8 

" There is NO GOD else BESIDE ME, A JUST GOD 
"and A SA VI OUR: there is KONE BESIDE ME. LooK 
" UNTO ME AND BE YE SAVED, all the mtU ef tl1e 
"earth ; for I am GOD, and there is NONE ELSE.',g 

"For GOD so 1.oved the ftJOrld that he gave his 
"ONLY BEGOTTii!N SON, that ,vho&oetJer believetli on 
" HIM should not perish, but have . EVERLASTING 

"LIFE,"IO 

"Behold, I bring you oooD TIDINGS of great j"!J 

l Rom,lli,25. 

S Zeeb. :,;UL I, 
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" ,o/,ich 11,a/l be to all people. For unto !JOU i, born a 
«SAVIOUR, n,hich i, CHRIST, THE LORD.''l 

"BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, n,/,ich TAKETH 
"AWAY tJ,e SIN ef tJ,e n,o,-Jd !"I 

" I ,a,,, THE SPIRIT ducending from heaven like 
"a dwe, and it ABODE UPON HIM. And I ,an, a1ul 
"bare record, that THIS 1s THE SON OF GOD.''S 

"ffE WAS WOUNDED for OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, /,e 
" · fVfU BRUISED for OUR INIQUITIES, the chastisement 
"qf OUR peace tval upon HIii, and rvith HIS stripes WE 
" are HEALED. AU n,e, like sheep, lun•e gone a,tra9 ; 
" ttJe ha'IJe turned e'Ve1'!J '1M to hi, onm ,va9 ; and THE 
" LORD hath laid on HIM the INIQUITY of u, ALL."' 

"JESUS sniti, I AM HE."s 
"W1THOUT ME ye can DO NOTHINo.''6 
"I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE.'''7 
'' .AU men slumld. "°"'1ur the SON, EVEN AS they 

« l,""°"r the FATHER."e 
" Whosoever DENIETH the SON, the same hath NOT 

- " tJ,e F ATHER.''ll 
"SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES; for in them ye think 

.. ye ha1Je ete't'nal life ,· med i/,ey are they ,vl,id, tutify 
"o/ME.''10 

." He that hath the SON hath life,· and l,e that Ju.th 
"NOT tJ,e SON, hath NOT life."11 

"BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and 
"THOU SHALT s ·E SAVICD.''11 

"This is A FAITH:VUL SAVINO and ,vorthy qf ALL 
"ACCEPTATION, that JESUS CHRIST came into the 
",vorld TO SAVE SINNERs.'' 13 

1 Lub iL 10, 11. I John L Ill. S Jobn I. 32, M. 
, II. nu. 5; e. 5 John I•. ll8. 

e John x•. 6. '7 Jobn x. SJ. 8 Jobn •: as. 
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"Who q(GOD u 1nade unto.,,, ~ ad ,rigltle
" oun,e,1, and 1at1dijic1J0011, and r~ioH.''1 

"Be NOT F.AITtlLi:inl, 6ut ltELJE\t"IN-."2 

"As in ADAM all DIE, MIS. KJ in CHRIST dU1U all 
" be MADS AI..IVE,"3 

" TKE BLOOD ef JESUS CHRIST CLE.'\NSETH 

" i"ROM ALL SIN,"' 

H,4'/Ul WITHOUT .,~ of BLOOD is NO REMIS• 

"SION,"!i 

"There ia ONE GOD, mid ONE MEDIATOR 

"betn,een GOD s114 men, tlae -n CHRIST JESUS, 

"11Jlw GAVE RIKSfl.F II RANSOM ftJr oll."8 

"}'or HE /aatk made HIM to be sfoJor ia, wHo 
" KNEW NO SIN, that WE migf,t be made TKE RIOHTE• 

"OUSNESS OF GOD IN HIM.7 

"GOD w:u IN CHRIST reconciling the world unlo 
'' hi1118elf, not impitting their lrespasses unto them.''8 

"For CHRIST also hath once SUFFERED FOR s1Ns, the 
"JUST for the UNjusT, that he mighi bring us to GOD : 

"being put to death in the FLESH, btlt quickened bg the 
"SPIRIT."U 

"The Scripture hath concluded ALL 1'11der SIN, that 
"THE PROMISE bg FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST, might 
"be given to THEM that. BELIEVE." 10 

"HE that BELIEVETH oa t~ SON hath EVERLASTING 

"LIFE; and he that believeth NOT the SON, skaU NOT 

"sEE LIFE; but THE WRATH OF GOD abideth 0,1 

"him.''ll 
" THIS IS LIFE E'l'EflNAL, that tl1ey might KNOW 

"THEE the ONLY TRUE GOD, and JESUS CHRIST 
"11•/iam thou hast sent:•12 

I I Cor. I. 30. 
4. .1 Jollal.7. 
; 2 cart· ... 11. 

JO Gal. iii. 22. 

2 John itx.'.17. 
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" For THllOUOH HIM n,e have an acce,s by ONE 

"SPIRIT unto THE FATHER."1 

"No man can 1a9 that JESUS is THE LORD, 
'' but by the HOLY GHOST.''ll 

"NoT BY WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS JDhich WE HAVE 

'' DONE, but ACCORDING TO HIS :MERCY he SAVED US, 

" by the ,v"hing ef regeneratwn; and renerving of the 
"HOLY GHOST; tvliich he shed mt us abunilsntly, 
"through JESUS CHRIST OUR SA VIOUR."3 

" But ye are ,vtuhetl, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
" are justified IN THE NAME of the LORD JESUS, 
" and BY THE SPIRIT of our GOD.''4 

"E~cept a man be BORN oF THE SPIRIT, he 
"CANNOT ENTER into the KINGDOM OF GOD ... 5 

" THE SPIRIT 1s Lll'B."6 

"FAITH is given BY THE SAME SPIRIT."7 

"Likewise THE SPIRIT also HELP.ETH OUR INFIR

" MITIES."8 

"THE LORD 1s THAT SPIRIT."g 
"For as many as are led by the SPIRIT OF GOD, 

" THEY are the SoNs OF GOD."10 

"BEING JUSTIFIED FREELY Bl' BIS GRACE, through 
" lite REDEMPTION that is IN JESUS CHRIST."11 

" That, BEING JUSTIFIED BY BIS GRACE, we should be 
" mnde HEIRS according to the HOPE OF ETERNAL 
" LJFE."12 

" If any man have NOT the SPIRIT OF CHRIST, 
"he is NONE OF HIS."13 

" And, witliout controversy, great is the mystery of 

I Bph. lL 18. ll 1 Cor.:111. S. 
3 Tit. iii. 6, 6. 4 l (:or. vi, U. 6 John iii. ,5, 

6 Rom. viii. 10. 7 I Cor. li, 9. 
8 Rom. viii. 26. 9 2 Cor. iii. 17, 10 Rom. viii. 14. 

11 Rom. iii. 24, 12 Tit. iii. 7. 
13 Rom. viiL 9. 

C 2 



28 

" Godlinus: GOD WAS MANIPEBT IN THE n.BsH, 1v&Tl

" FIED IN THE SPIRIT, IIJffl of angil,, pr1Ja,elud unto 

"the Gmtil••• b•liefltd on in the world, reuived up iwto 
"glory."1 

" 0 the d-,,th of the rich,, both of th1J wisdom trnd 

"knowl1Jdge of GOD! how U'll#archable ar1J his judg

" mmt,, a,ul h_u way, pa,t finding out."2 

"Thanks b1J to GQD for hi, UNSPEAKABLE GIFT."3 

" 0 fools, aflUl slow of h4art to believ•, ALL that the 

" P,-ophllts have ,pokrn, I OUGHT NOT CHRIST to 

"haVIJ sujferlJd tM81J thing,, and to ENTER INTO HIS 

"GLORY?"' 
. "BEWARE lest any man SPOIL YOU thrMJ.gh PHILOSO

" PHY and VAIN DECEIT, after the TRADITION OF MEN, 

" after the rudiments of the WORLD, and NOT after 

"CHRIST. FOR IN HIM DWELLETH ALL 

"THE FULLNESS OF THE GODHEAD 

"BODILY."6 

'fhe above portiollB of Scripture (with those 

already quoted in my former letter, to which you will 
do well to refer,) may serve to convey to your mind o. 

·plain, though only a brief and imperfect, COMPENDIUM 

of.the FOUNDATION of this "CATHOLIC FAITH" (that 

is, the faith of the UNIVERSAL CHURCH OP CHRIST) in 

the DOCTRINE OP THE HOLY TRINITY; as well as to 

CONVINCE you of its NECESSITY. For you may thence 

o.t once percei~e. that WITHOUT TH& EXIST&NCE, of the 

THREE DIVINE PERSONS in the GODHEAD, 

namely, THE 1''ATHER, to devise the glorious 

scheme; THE SON, to execute it in our nature; and 

THE HOLY GHOST, to apply it by faith to the 

hearts of the Believers; MAN'S REDEMPTION COULD 

1 l Tim. iii. 18. 2 Rom. zi. 33. 3 lt Cor. is. 1,4. 

4 Lalr.e Div. ~ t6. ~ Col. Ii. 8, 9. 



NEVER HAVE BEF.S ACCOMPLISHED; and he must EVER 
have remained SUBJECT to the coitsE and CONDEM
NATION', which were pronounced on "THE PIR8T 

ADAM," without hope, and without remedy! Then 
would all "prtachfog" be "vain," and the Christian 
"faith" and religion would " also" be "vain."1 

The main reason why the doctrine of THE 
TRINITY is so frequently disregarded or rejected is 
this ; that mankind are generally n.ccustomed to think 
TOO MUCH of its SUPPOSED DIFFICULTIES, and TOO 
LITTLE of its VAST IMPORTANCE. SOME self-sufficient 
persons, who are "wise in their own concei.t,"2 " abore 
" that which i, written,'13 object to this doctrine, and 
accordingly REJECT with disdain THE ATHANASIAN 
CREED, wherein it is recorded, on account of what 
they are pleased to call the damnatory or imprecatory 
clauses, which it contains. OrsERS, again, as ignorant 
ns they are profane, would thoughtlessly ERASE this 
Creed from our LITURGY, to satisfy the scruples of 
these objectors ! But might not such persons, with 
as much reason, object to and erase THE GREATER 
PART OP THE NEW TESTAMENT? For what language 
is there in the Athanasian Creed stronger than this ? 
"Go ye into all the w01'ui, and preach THE GOSPEL 
" to e11e1·y creature: he that believet'lt. and u bap
" ti:red ,hall be saved; but HE THAT BELIEVETH 
" NOT SHALL BE DAMNED."4 And what nre 
we here reqoired to "BELIEVE"?-"THE GOSPEL." 
And what is the Gospel but the " GOOD TIDINGS of 
"great j01J to all peopk," that onr "SA VI OUR" "is 
"CHRIST THE LORD" f6 And whosoever "be. 
"lieveth NOT" THIS, JESUS CHRIST himself has 

l l Cor. n . 14. 2 Rom. llil. JG. 3 l Cor. i'f. 6. 

4 Mori< ni. 15, 16. 5 Luk• ii. JO, 11. 
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declared,~ SHALL BE DAMNED," or "PIIUSII EV.ER.LAST

" JNGLY." And what says the Atbanasian Creed 
MOR.I than this ?1 But the truth is, that these persons 
(or such of them at least as ever go to Church} SEE 

the ATBANASIAN CREED in their PRAn:a-Boox.s, and 
SOMETIMES also BEA& it READ during divine service ; 
but from their lamentable NEGLECT of their BIBLES, 
the awful condemnation denounced by OUR SA
VIOUR against unbelievers, in the Nsw TESTAMENT, 
escapes their observation; and they thus FORGET, or 
remain in WILFUL IGNORANCE of, its existence! Would 
not such unhappy cavillers, then, be much more 
piously and profitably employed, in diligently 
" searching the Scripture,;" and praying to God 
(like Solomon} for « a11 understa1Uiing heart ;"1 or 
(like holy David} that he would be graciously pleased 
to "make t.heRa to understand the way of his precepts ;"3 

so that they might understand and believe this stu
pendous "MYSTERY OP GODLINESS :"4 instead of wil. 
fully continuing in obstinate ignorance and unbeliel~ 
whereby they " treaswre up to themsef.ves wrath tJ9ain,t 
"the day of wrath, a,ul re11elati1J11 of the righteo11s judg
" ment ofGOD,"6 which he hath so solemnly declared 
in his HoLY WORD? For" <YMjot or one tittle shall 
"in no wile paufrom the law," saith OUR BLESSED 
LORD himself, " till ALL BE FULFILLED,"6 t.o the 
everlasting misery and confusion of every finally 
impenitent and unbelieving sinner, whether he will 
believe it or not. 

Let, then, "THE :rooL" continue, as he has 1:v1:R 

done, and as "a fool" ONLY could DARE to do, to "sag 
"in hu Jiu.rt, there i, NO GOD ;"7 or _to worship, if he 

t l Kings iii. 11. 
6 Rom. il.4 
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will, "the unknou,n God,"1 or any other creature of his 
own "vain imagination,"1 rather than "THE ONLY Tau1: 
"GOD,"3 the LORD JEHOVAH, as s1: ha.th been 
graciously pleased to reveal himself to us in his HOLY 
WORD. Let the Sc1:PT1c, the vain-boasting " dupwter 
"of this world,',4 continue (if he is determined to do so, 
in defiance of all evidence, and regardless of the tre
mendous consequences to his everlasting soul!) to 
deny "THR TRINITY IN UNITY;" or th~ 
existence of THE FATHER, THE SON, and 
THE HOLY GHOST, as THREE DIVINE 
PERSONS in the ONE OKLY GODHEAD ; 
because his FINITE UNDERSTANDING is INCAPABLE of 
COMPREHENDING IT; but for which VJ:RY SAME REASON 

he might, with equal propriety, DENY HIS OWN EXIS

TENCE ! For can he any BETTER comprehend the 
connexion, which subsists between his SOUL and his 
BODY ? or understand the principle by which the 
MUSCLBS and MEMBERS of his animal frame are made 
to move in immediate obedience to his WILL? Surely · 
he must acknowledge, that these MYSTERIES OF 
NATURE a.re not a whit less "incomprehensible," than 
is that MYSTERY OF GRACE, the divine scriptural doc
trine of the TRINITY IN UNITY! The 
only AUTHENTIC INFORMATION we possess of the origin 
and forma.tion of our species, as well as of the several 
faculties with which we are endued, is derived from 
that only source of ALL knowledge, THE BOOK OF 
INSPIRATION ; wherein "it is writtm" that "the 
"LORD GOD formed man of ths dust of the grO'Und, 
" and breathed into hi, .nostril, ths breath of life; 
"an,/ man became ci living ,oal :"6 and the SELF-SAME 

l Acta ,nii. 23. i Rom. I. II. a Jol111 :nii. 3. 
4 I Cor. I. IO, 6 Gea, U. 7. 
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AUTHORITY informs U!I, that TRTS and the whole 
cl'ention, of which man forms a part, was the WORK 
of the LORD JEHOV".\H,-THE FATHER, 
80N, AND HOLY GHOST-THE AL:'.\IIGHTY 
TRIUNE GOD !"1 How lamentably, then, is the 
awful prediction of our Lord fulfilled, in these miser
ahle Sceptics and Philosophers, "fa[sr,/y so called ;"2 
!<inee they not only refuRe to " hear 1lfoses a11d the 
"Prophets, 11r,i//ir,r u:ill they be persuader!, tlio11_r1h ONE" 

HAS actually "RISE'i FRo,1 THE DEAD ,,3 for their con
viction ; so that they are left utterly " WITHOUT 
"EXCUSE,"4 in their impenitent "unbelief," am]" hard
" Pl('-~s of lu-art."" 

But, as for ME, "Tnou" 0'ILY, 0 LORD, MOST 
" ,11GBTY ; MOST GRACTOUS AND MERC:IFUL GOD ! 
"Tttou" o\LY, 0 LORD .TEHOV_.\IJ, FATHER, 
SO~, an<l HOLY GHOST, "art MY GOD, and I tvill 
"PRAISE thee! THou art MY GOD and I will EXALT 
"thee!"6 For "THY WORD," 0 LORD, "is TRUE.from 
•• the begi1111ing, and l:VERY o'IE of thy righteons jud_q
" me11t., ENDURETH FOR EVER,"7 

Wherefore "GLOHY BF. TO THE FATHER, 
"AND TO THE SON, AND TO THE HOLY 
"GHOST; 

"AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS 
"NOW, AND EVER SHALL BE, ,voRLD 
"WITHOUT END. AMEN !" 

1 Gen. i. 2, 26; Gen. iii. :a. 
2 I Tim. vi. 20. 3 Luke xvi. SI. 

4 Rom.i. 20. 
6 Mark ni. 14. 6 P,. cxtm. ~e. 

7 Pa. cm .. 160. 
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APPENDIX. 

Note (A), pa9e 16. 

If it may be permitted, without incurring the charge of pro
faneness, to attempt to elucidate, although only in a very remete 
degree, the momentous doctrine of the HOLY TRINITY, 
by a familiar illustration drawn from one of the ordinary insti
tutions of human society; it will be found, that the principle 
and constitution of A BANK (or any other similar establishment) 
in which there are TBRBB PARTNERS, if examined with a little 
serious attention, may afford a sufficiently distinct idea of this 
Holy Mystery, so as to facilitate its reception into the heart 
by faith. For, although we know, from the Holy Scriptures, 
that a VITAL SAVINO FUTH, with respect to this as well as all 
the other doctrines of the ever blessed Gospel, is not a mere 
effort of the will or human understanding, but altogether the 
work of the HOLY SPIRIT ;l yet we also know that God is 
usually pleased toemploy:ME.lNS to AW.lKBN the heart, and PRE• 
PUE it for the admission of DIVINE TRUTH. OUR LORD'S 
sublime and impressive discourse with Nicodemus, wherein he 
illustrated the operation and influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
by an allusion to the wind, which "b/.ow,eth w,here it lutetla, and 
tAOI& heareat the ,-ltd thereof, but cmut not tell "'hence it co,,uth 
aAd rt1laith<.T it goella ;"i as well as his several parables, which are 
drawn from the L"<>mmon occurrences of human life, (such as 
the "Lord of the Vineyard," "the Weddi119 Gannext," "the So_,. 
a11d hu ,eed," and many others) may, it is hoped, be admitted 
as a sufficient sanction, for the familiar method, now proposed 
to be adopted, in the elucidation of "Aeallfflly tlai1191."3 If, 
then, we proceed to consider the n&ture and constitution of a 
Bank, such as has been alluded to, we shall find, first, that 
although it consists of, or is represented by, THRi.E n1snNn 
PERSONS, as partners, it is nevertheless, in truth and fact, but 
oNi. B.lNK; 2d.ly. that although there are these three different 
pel'80ns or partners in tlie bank, yet EACH ~diridual is fully 

J J Cor. >.ii. 9. 2 John iii. 8. :I John iii, It. 
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nd perfectly ~-001petent to perform UL the functions of the 
WHOLE; that the ACT or 1ucn inclividual i~, in point of fact, 
TANTAMOIJNT to the ACT or THE w1101.E; and that Till,; WHOLE 

when CN'ITBD can do NO MORF. than ANY osE iu<li,idnal alone; 
so that they may be truly dcscrihc,l as hcing EQl"H To EACII 
<>THER in character, power, and influence, and in fact in all 
other respects, necessary for the purposes of the institution, of 
which they are individnal members: a.nd , 3dly, that any one of 
these three persons, when speaking of the others, or of the 
establishment generally, may, with the strictest propriety say, 
"} AND lllY PARTNER OR PAllTNERS .ARB O!IE," that is, 01'B 
8u1R-NOT one PERSON, An1l 'l'l·ho could be found so perverse, 
as to deny either of these positions; or to assert, that because 
there are THREE PARTNERS, there must necessarily be TBRI,;E 
lhNRs,-or that on the contrary, because there is only Ol'E 
Bu11, it is UJPossreLE that there should exiat MORE than oi.B 
PERRON or partner in it I 

Let us now, with all due reverence nnd solemnity, and con
stantly bearing in mind the IMMENSE DISTANCE whieh mnst EVER 

SUBSIST between "tM thing, "'1ticlt atse JN!i'Jt," which "are tem
poral," and" tM thing~ t11Mch ore not ,een," which "are eternal ;"l 
let us, I say, proceed to apply these same principles, by 
analogy, to the consideration of the HOLY TRINITY IN 
UNITY; and we shall find, it will go very far lo REMOVE the 
scrron:o 111n1ccLTY, in which this sublime fundamental doc
trine of Christianity is usually alleged to be involved. 
THE GREAT JEHOVAH, OR THE ALMIGHTY SELF
EXISTENT, ETERNAL, OMNIPRESENT, AND OMNI
SCIENT GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, is ONE GOD 
or LORD, as the Holy Scriptures espressly inform us. 
Hut the same divine nothority u.ho as plainly assures us, that 
in this wonderful and "illcomprehennhl~" GODHEAD, there 
exist THREE 01v1NF. PERSONS, namely, THE FATHER, 
THE SON, and THE HOLY GHOST; EACH op WHOM is 
GOD and LORD, and ALL, as the AthanasianCreeddeclares, are 
"CO-ETERNAL TOGETHER AND CO-EQUAL." This 
great trnth Is expressly confirmed by 0"1t LORD uimself, who, 
when speaking of himself and his heavenly FAT HER, declared, 
'' I AND Mr FATHER u.1: ONE,"i-that is, ONE and the 

2 John JO. :JO. 
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same GOD; and what language could poaaibly be found to con . 
vey a more clear or distinct idea, of the existence of a DU A
LITY OF .FERSONS, in the UNITY of the ONE ONLY GOD
HEAD, th:111 the words h,,1:e u~ed? The HOLY GHOST, 
who "proceed& from the FATHBR and thl SON," i~ the 
THfRD PERSON, who COMPUTES the TRINITY in this 
diviue UNITY. All true believers, therefore, llS the Athana
sian Creecl most correctly declares, "art" no less" compelled 
by the Chrisliau verity," (on the authority of the Word of GOD) 
"to acknowledge," on the one hand, "EVERY PERSON by 
himself tu be GOD an,l LOllD ;" than they "are furbidde11," 
1111 the other band, (by the same authority) "to aay there ~e 
TIIREE GODS or THREE LORDS :"-the THREE several 
Pl!:RSONS in the TlUNl fY bein g no less DISTINCT, than 
the UNITY of the GODHEAD is ENTIRE. lt isjustascon
trur, therefore, to the " Cathdic R~ligio11," or the Tnt:E 
t:u~1sTUN FUTII of the Gospel, to DENY the existence of 
this TRINITY OF PERSONS in the UNITY OF THE 
<.,;ODHE":\D, as it would be prepustcrons and absurd to 
attempt to deny the indisputable F\CT, of the e!i:istenee of 
l'IIREE iSDIVIDU .\L PE ,lSON , , as JJUl'tner<, in the one U'-ITED 
BsNK, of which we ha, e been treating. How happens it, then, 
it JUaJ be asked, that the F<>R,<IEll. fact should be so generally 
considered as a thb,~ so mud1 more impossible or incredible, 
than the u.n: .:R? THE HOLY ::iCRlPTURES furnish the 
unly true solution of the dillicu!t)· : "the ,iatural ,nan," saith St. 
Paul, "receiccth 1wl the thi11ys uf the SPIRIT OF GOD,for 
"they C1re Jimlish11es.v 11nto him ; 11<·itlu•1· can he 1mon, them, becaiue 
·• they are spiritually disca11ed." 1 \Yhat, then, is the obviouj 
duty of every rational being, destined for an Eternity of happi
ness or misery, who at present unhapvily "lacketh" this "n>i•• 
•• dcm, which is frum abot·c ?"~ Is he to turn his back upon it 
,vith disdain; or rtr.t contented in wilful and obstinate igno. 
ranee? Assuredly not! THE BIBLE directs him to "ask of 
"GOD, N>ho yi1Jeth tu ull men liwraUy a,ut upbraidet/, nof, and 
"it ahall be r,iv<'II him. But let him oak in faith, nothing 
"wa1Je1;11g."3 And if he no eo "ask," he shall then assuredly 
"r,ceit-e" "the things uf the SPIRIT of GOD,"4 "that hi, 

I I (;or. ii. 14. 
:J J.1.mea i. 6 1 ti. 

2 Jam .. iU. IT. 
4 l Cor. li. U . 
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".iny wry b, full;"' and shall allO be enabled to undentan,I 
these and nil other "•ynerie•" and "liidtkr& tlti•g•" of God
liness ; so far, at least, as hi11 present finite nature and faculties 
are capable of nnderstanding them: for let us ever bear in 
mind the fearful warning, that, IF THB "Go&PEL BE 01», 1-r 

" 19 lltD" 01"LY "TO THEM TH.\T &&'S LO~T.":, 
The GoRpel ol JESUS CHRIST, ..-hicb is fo■nded on the 

e,er blts!lf'd TRINITY, is not unfrequently described in the 
writin:.rs of our old Di,in1111, under the appellation of the 
"Bun: or Furn." Whether this may bare arisen from their 
huinlf taken a aomewhat similar view of the &ubject, to that 
whi<:h has been above noticed, it is not material to inquire. 
Asi1urcdly, however, it may with great truth be affirmed, that it 
i1 the ONLY sEn:aE B•NK for the SotJL; for unless we have 
o11r trt-asure Tni.aE, little will all OTHER riches avail, ,..hich 
we may possess ELSEWHBBB, when the awful summons shall 
come to each of us, " lhi1 aiglit tlly ,oul ,hall be reqvir,·d of 
"thee .";) 

But lt-t it not for a moment be suppo!!ed, from any thing 
which has been advanced In the foregoing statement, that it is 
intend~d to convey to the mind of the reader any thing like a 
cnKnr.cr or ACCl'R.\TE representation of the llE.,L r<ATl"RE of the 
HO!.\' TRINITY, which must e,er be ackno"'·ledged to be 
TOTA LI.Y and urn: RLY "i1teompr,hen6ible :" for any such attempt 
would he both impious and profane ! Bot the sole objeet of the 
preceding observations ha,s been, to endeavonr, howe,er feebly 
and imperfectly, to remove the Pa111c1r&L ONECTION, whieh is 
usually urged against the belief of this divine doctrine, on ac
count of its .\LLEOED IMPOSSIBILITY; and to render it in some 
degree more practically intelligible to the minds of thote most 
unhappy persons, who may have been hitherto thoughtlessly led 
to RSJECT it, ON TH n GROUND, in coni,equenee of the specious 
arg11ment1, or artful 60phistry of avowed sceptica and infidels. 
For how common i8 it to bear these object<>rs to the HOLY 
TRINITY IN UNITY arguing with complacent self-sufficiency 
of \he impo,sibility o( 'THllBE beiog OPILY ONE, or of OSE BEISO 
TH BEE ;'at the same time thatthey are wilfully shotting their eyes 
to the FACT, that the BIBLE !10 WHERE .\SSE&TB, that the THREE 
divine Pi.RsoNs in the glorious Godhead are only ONE 

2 2 Cor. iT. 3. 3 Lui:.• 1ii. ll0. 
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PERSON:., but that the RBAL DocTRINH of the TRINITY is, 
that those THREE PERSONS are ONE and the 1111me GOD; 
or, in other words, that in EACH of the THREE DIVINE 
Pnson, "DWELLETH ALL THF. FULLNESS OF 
"TH]l GODHEAD :"1 neither will their unbelieving, im_ 
peuiteut hearts allow them to make the humbling con
fession, that, although "n-ith men" these thiugs may seem 
to be "impo,rihk," yet "trith GOD all lhi•g• an pouible.''i 
The haughty, impiuu~ Jauguage of the generality of such 
persons is, " With our tongue will n,e prevoiJ; n•r lip, are 
"01&r -; n,ho u LORD 01:er u.1"3 Alaa! how justly du they 
merit the reproof of our Lord: .. Ye do err, HOT KNOWING TRB 

"SCRIPTURES, NOR THE POWER OF GOD."4 
Should the simple illustration, contained in this note, be 

blessed to the removal of the doubt, or to the establiahment of 
the faith of a single individual of the fllllen race of Adam, may 
all the praise and glory· be ascribed to HJM, by whose grace 
and mercy ALONE it has been suggested! Amen. 

Note (B), page 31. 

It may be proper to ol!sene, that the several damnatory or 
imprecatory passages which oc,cur in various parts of the Hol1 
Scriptures, and which have been introduced from thence into 
our Liturgy, are MOT JUDICl.&L, or of PRESENT application; but 
DECLARATORY and to be executed in FUTUllB : so that 0011 the 
FINALLY impenitent and unbelieving will be subject to the 
threatened condemnation. This expl,mation, it is hoped, mar 
•nd to remove the absurd objection, which man1 weak persoH 
a-' in the habit of nrging against repeating those passages, when 
theJ occur in tile course of divine worship, (as they do in the 
Athanuian Creed) from the groundleaa fear that they would 

.be thereby (according to the commonly received notion) 'cuas
lN0 TRBl1l NEIOHBOVJU.' 

I Col. ii 9. i Mark K. ll7. 
3 P• xii. 4. 4 Matt. llllii. Ill. 
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